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preface warned them with Gladstonian austerity that
their military policy " betrays immoral yearnings "
and that the prevailing rate of taxation " really
hurts/ The reproof could hardly have been sterner,
if its author had belonged to the Manchester School,
He added that the policy would bring disaster on
the party. They had been warned; and Winston
Churchill persisted in the path of personal convic-
tion. Where would it lead him ? Liberals began to
watch with interest, though not all of them with
unmixed admiration. Old Sir William Harcourt
wrote that "the want of judgment of the fellow
is despairing, but there is a good deal of force in
his oratory-" (For Liberals had their own sectarian
peculiarities ; and association with Rosebery was not
the path to Harcourt's heart.) The young member's
inclination to take his own line made him interesting;
and he was already prominent enough to figure,
hands on hips, in a select group of Parliamentary
celebrities for 1903, But the final touch came from
another hand. For that summer Joseph Chamber-
lain revived Protection; and as Mr. Churchill's
reflections led him to prefer Free Trade, the cup of
his unorthodoxy as a Tory overflowed.

Winston Churchiirs adherence to Free Trade did
not involve a change of view. That fiscal principle,
which had not been seriously challenged for the last
fifty years, was the accepted doctrine of his country,
approved by every economic textbook and believed
with a fair show of reason to provide the basis of
Victorian and Edwardian prosperity. From time to
time a few eccentrics hinted tentatively at a contrary
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